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3~ªj«® *q¯ªfq 
The very first Forest Church was held in the 

glade of St. Markõs church on Sunday 19th  

May on a very beautiful sunny afternoon. 

There were people of all ages from across 

the benefice joining together to worship 

God in the open air. It was wonderful to see four families we have 

already been building relationships with come along. One parent 

said, òthis is the type of church we need ð children can be outside 

and moving around with no worries of disturbing people!ó  Although 

it must be said we do love to see children inside our churches but 

acknowledge how stressful sometimes it can be for parents,  

 

During the service we celebrated nature in 

all its forms. We were invited to look at the 

flowers and to see if any squirrels, worms 

and ants etc. could be spotted. After which 

we came back and shared what had been 

seen. As it was the feast of Pentecost there 

was kite making and lots of bubbles! Thank you to Vanessa and Beth 

for organising Forest Church and we look forward to the next time 

we can gather outdoors and experience Godõs wonderful creation, 

hoping you can join us.  

Vrzhoz~µjª« r| M®Ï >]ªyï« *q¯ªfq·]ªh  
During Forest Church three of us went to in search of unusual  

wildflowers and they are  é 
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3ªrj|h« o~ª =¯|fq Vjh|j«h]· ÀÈ®q ;¯|j 
Our diners enjoyed a roast followed by cheesecake in 
May  -  there were complaints that the plates were not 
big enough! If youõd like to join us for our cold buffet 
in June  please contact Pam on 02380 411146.  
Book early  -  our numbers are rising.  
 

M®Ï >]ªyï« M®]zz ]® ®qj !{§orjzh >]ªyj®  M]® À«®Ï ;¯|j  
We are grateful to everyone for their generous donations. If you have 
anything for the July market (6th July) please contact Chris (see p.2 
for contact no.).  

 
5!>IM56L. ,!XMÑ  
Oª¯j «®~ªrj« ~o {~hjª| zroj r| !{§orjzh ]|h )ª]r«qorjzh 
þÇÏÈÈ  -  A| «]zj ]® M® >]ªyï« «®]zzÐ !{§orjzh >]ªyj®Ñ  
þÁÏÄ¿ oª~{ j]fq «]zj µrzz p~ ®~ M® >]ªyï« 
*q¯ªfq 
This well written book by Southampton  

University Professor of Biology, Rory Putman, 

is full of humour and tells of his and his wifeõs  

experiences with local characters and the  

wildlife around Ampfield, Braishfield and the 

New Forest. Rory lived at Crook Cottage,  

Braishfield and then at the Potters Heron  

Cottage in Ampfield. Readers will almost  

certainly meet some familiar figures and  

places.  

 

M¯|«qr|j M]r|®«  Vjh|j«h]·« ]®  
M®Ï >]ªyï« Þj¶fj§® ÀÈ®q ;¯|jß 

We welcome families to the Sunshine Saints baby and toddler group  

in St. Markõs  Church Hall. Come and make friends and join in the 

fun!  
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 Our  Café Church  is a short informal service, with coffee, tea and 

cake served before the service. Itõs available both on-site and online 

(streamed on our YouTube channel). We look at the same theme 

as Messy Church  at All Saints but with a bit less mess (hence our  

previous name for the this sevice of  Tidy Church )! Thereõs an  

introduction, a reading, a short reflection on the reading, a choice of 

activity - something to think about, or do, or a Lego challenge, pray-

er, and songs. Itõs a chance to meet up and think about a Bible story 

and about God in an accessible and bite -sized way.  
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 Brief Report of St. Markõs 

Church Annual Meeting held on 

Sunday 14 April 2023  

 

Reverend Vanessa opened the 

meeting with a prayer.  Vanessa 

has produced an attractive and 

interesting magazine òChurch 

Life 2023ó which has news of the 

whole Benefice.  There is a copy 

in St. Markõs Church. 

 

Our two Churchwardens, Mark 

Braund and Phil Budden agreed 

to carry on for another year 

which is very good news.  

Vanessa thanked them both for 

all their hard work in 2023.  

Vanessa is grateful that Stephen 

and Karen Phillips are now  

joining our PCC.  

 

Our Treasurer, Pam, was warmly 

thanked for dealing with all  

financial matters again in 2023, 

she works extremely hard and 

does a wonderful job.  

 

The possibility of becoming a  

single Parish was briefly  

discussed. Vanessa has written 

about this in The  Messenger.  

 

Phil talked through the four  

phases of the major building  

project which was launched in 

2022. These are documented in 

òChurch Life 2023ó.  There is  

 

much work going on to raise 

money for all the improvements 

we wish to make in and around 

our beautiful Church.  Please look 

out for future events and if  

possible come along and support 

the Church as we raise funds for 

this important  work.  

 

Vanessa thanked everyone for 

their support and friendship  

during the year and hoped that 

we can work even more closely 

together with all the Churches in 

our Benefice in the future.    

 

Our Church Fete is on Saturday 8 

June this year with lots of fun for 

all ages.  Hope to see you there!  

 

Jennie Edwards  

PCC Secretary  
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!|| ,j´jªj¯¶õ« Aªhr|]®r~|  
Hello everyone,   The day for my ordination 

is fast approaching! Here are the details: 

Ordination Service Sunday 30th June 2024 

at 10am (doors open 9.30am) at Winchester 

Cathedral.   The service will also be  

recorded live on the Cathedrals' YouTube 

channel. Celebratory Buffet Lunch  

afterwards from 12.30 at all Saints Church, 

North Baddesley.   You are most welcome to 

join me! I do need to know numbers for the service as it is a ticketed 

event, as well as numbers for the lunch.   There will be sign up sheets 

in all three churches.   Numbers are needed by Sunday 2/6/24 

please.   Any help with setting out food and serving drinks on the day 

would be most appreciated!   Thank you Ann  

 

M~fr]z ]|h ,rpr®]z 5¯e 
An opportunity to have a go at some crafts, do jigsaws or just relax 

with a book that has been borrowed from the Community Library 

(also open on a Wednesday morning) or just sit and chat. There are 

free drinks and biscuits and sometimes other treats!  It continues to 

be 10am - 12pm every Wednesday at All Saints Church, North  

Baddesley.  We are expanding Wednesday mornings   to include some 

support for those who have laptops, tablets or phones.   If you need 

any advice then please bring them along and hopefully we can be of 

help.    

 

Vjzf~{j *]ok Oq¯ª«h]·« ]® !zz M]r|®« *q¯ªfq  

Thursdays 10am  - 12 noon.  
An opportunity for everyone, especially those lonely or bereaved to 

meet.  

M¯|«qr|j M]r|®«  -  !zz M]r|®«  - 3ªrh]·« À¿]{  - ÀÀÏÂ¿]{  
Every Friday we welcome families to the Sunshine Saints baby and 

toddler group  in All Saints Church.  
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+^| ·~¯ sik|®sp· 
®rs«  
§z^|® qª~µs|q s|  
N®Î ?^ªyí«  
qª^´k·^ªiÕ 
 
+z¯k ~| §Î ¿Æ 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
ñNo one is exempt from talking nonsense:  
the misfortune is to do it solemnly.ô  

Montaigne  
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Ron and Stellaõs Quiz Night 

 

1.  Which planet is the hottest in the Solar System?  

2.  In 1962, for what reason did Britain and France sign 

  an agreement to build together?  

3.  Famed as a member of the Rat Pack. Who died on         

        Christmas Day 1995?  

4.  If you were born on Christmas Day, what would   

     your star sign be?  

5.  What was the third country to get the Atomic Bomb?  

6.  Who banned Christmas in Britain in 1647?  

7.  In which century was The Black Death?  

8.  Who was the last of the Apache warrior chiefs?  

9.  Where were The Hanging Gardens?  

10. Who brought the tobacco and potatoes from the  

   Americas?  

 

 
 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers on p. 33              
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Urzz]pj ?jµ« 
 

,]®j« ®~ «]´j -   
 
3ªrh]· ÁÅ®q ;¯z· - a summer quiz night .  

 
M]®¯ªh]· ÁÅ®q Af®~ejª - Party Night with the Empty Frets 

providing the entertainment. Come along and join us for an great 
evening of music, wine, food, fun and dancing !!  

 
 

                                            Julie Trotter, Hall Secretary  
 

                  

                   
+^| ·~¯ sik|®sp· ®rs« §z^|®Õ  

67@PÐ  
7® pz~µkª« ^® ^ ®s{k ~p ®rk ·k^ª µrk| ^ z~¯i 
kgr~s|q g^zz s« rk^ªi pª~{ ^ ´s«s®s|q fsªiÎ 

                               5~ ®~ §Î ÁÁ p~ª ®rk «~z¯®s~|Î 
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Thought for the Month  
 

 

On Marriage  
  

Kahlil Gibran  
 

 

:gm o]j] Zgjf lg_]l`]j· Yf\ lg_]l`]j qgm k`Ydd Z] ^gj]n]j 
egj]º 
:]k· qgm k`Ydd Z] lg_]l`]j ]n]f af l`] kad]fl e]egjq g^ 
(g\º 
#ml d]l l`]j] Z] khY[]k af qgmj lg_]l`]jf]kkº 
"f\ d]l l`] oaf\k g^ `]Yn]f \Yf[] Z]lo]]f qgmº 
-gn] gf] Yfgl`]j· Zml eYc] fgl Y Zgf\ g^ dgn]º 
-]l al jYl`]j Z] Y egnaf_ k]Y Z]lo]]f l`] k`gj]k g^ qgmj 
kgmdkº 
'add ]Y[` gl`]jÂk [mh Zml \jafc fgl ^jge gf] [mhº 
(an] gf] Yfgl`]j g^ qgmj Zj]Y\ Zml ]Yl fgl ^jge l`] kYe] 
dgY^º 
4af_ Yf\ \Yf[] lg_]l`]j Yf\ Z] bgqgmk· Zml ]Y[` gf] g^ qgm 
Z] Ydgf] Í ]n]f Yk l`] kljaf_k g^ Y dml] Yj] Ydgf] l`gm_` 
l`]q iman]j oal` l`] kYe] emka[º 
(an] qgmj `]Yjlk· Zml fgl af ]Y[` gl`]jÂk c]]haf_º 
'gj gfdq l`] `Yf\ g^ -a^] [Yf [gflYaf qgmj `]Yjlkº 
"f\ klYf\ lg_]l`]j q]l fgl lgg f]Yj lg_]l`]j¹ 
'gj l`] haddYjk g^ l`] l]ehd] klYf\ YhYjl· 
"f\ l`] gYc lj]] Yf\ l`] $qhjmk  
_jgo fgl af ]Y[` gl`]jÂk k`Y\gokº 
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EDWARD THOMASõ CYCLE ROAD THROUGH 

AMPFIELD  
By Alan Edwards  

 

I 
n 1913, the poet Edward Thomas decided 

to cycle, accompanied by his brother, 

from Balham in South London, through 

Surrey, Hampshire and Wiltshire to Somerset. 

At the time, he was a literary critic - his      

prolific output of book reviews running to 

over a million words - and a country writer, 

sensitive to the rhythms of the seasons,  

landscapes and natural history.  

 

His journey was captured in the book  

In Pursuit of Spring. At the instigation of his 

great friend, the American Robert Frost, he took to writing poetry 

shortly after the completion of his journey. Frost felt that his prose 

was, in effect, poetry, and could easily convert to that medium. 

Thomasõ life still had four years to run, before his heart was  

penetrated by a shell fragment at the Battle of Arras in 1917. When 

he was killed, most of his vast work of 144 poems, nearly all written 

in those last four years, was still unpublished.   

 

A friend lent the book to me and I was immediately enchanted by his 

descriptive prowess, and sheer knowledge of flora.   

 

On his ride through Hampshire, it was evident that both Hursley and 

Ampfield made a profound impression. After leaving Farley Mount 

and Hursley òit was now darkening and still.  I was on a low moist 

road overhung by oak trees é the road had obviously once had wide 

grassy margins é primroses in the dank shadow of the trees.  In one 

place on the left by Ratlake the fern and gorse looked like common.  

Nobody was using the road except the blackbirds and robins é  

hardly a house was to be seen é if the road could have gone on so, 

with no more rise and fall, forever, I think I should have been  

content.                                                                                 Cont.  
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...Cont.  

 

A new church and its pine and cypress and laurel, intruded but did 

not break the charm.  More to my taste was the pond on the other 

side é dab chicks were diving in its unrippled surface.   

 

The White Hart (now The White Horse?) further on tempted me ... (It) 

offered òaccommodation for cyclistsó but I did not stop, perhaps  

because Ampfield House on the other side, took away my thoughts of 

inns.  This was an ivy -mantled brick house like two houses side by 

side, not very far back from the road; its high blossoming fruit wall 

bounded the road.  Travelling so easily, I was loathe to dismount éó 

 

His journey through Hursley, Ampfield and Michelmersh covers four 

pages and is a valuable description of the area on the eve of the First 

World War.  He was unable to find overnight accommodation at the 

Bear and Ragged Staff or The Mill Arms and eventually had to take 

the train to Salisbury.  

 

Despite being married with three children, Edward Thomas was a  

solitary man and spent days walking on country paths exploring  

Sussex in particular.  He lived at Steep, near Petersfield.  In 1909 he 

wrote The South Country  which is arguably the most well known of 

his books. A review will appear in a future edition of The Messenger.  

                                                                                  Alan Edwards  

From the St. Markõs 
Register 

 
Marriages: 
4th May: Charlotte Angharad Archer and Sam Michael Thomas 
Sammut   
18th May: Lucy Madeleine Bird and Kieran Webber  
 
Funerals : 
20th May Margaret Claydon 
23rd May Gillian Powell 

Please hold them in your prayers 



24 

!{§orjzh !ª® *z]«« 4]zzjª· 
 
 

 
 
 
 

White Jug with fruit - 
Barbara, watercolour  

.Puffin - Pete , watercolour  

.Left:  
Dawn - David , charcoal  
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;¯zrj Oª~®®jªï« !ª® *z]«« ®]yj« §z]fj ~|  

Oq¯ª«h]· ]o®jª|~~|«  
oª~{  

   Á-Ã§{ ]® ®qj Urzz]pj 5]zz 

Charles Dickens - Pete , pencil .  

Spring Hellebores -  
Carol , watercolour  

Japonica - Alison , watercolour  
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By Graham Roads  
 

 

 

 

Following on from last month, 

our first job at the May  

working party was the  

cruciform in the Ampfield 

Burial Ground. The weather 

has not been our friend, as far 

as this exercise has been  

concerned, so there was still 

much to do before we could begin planting the new hedge. By the 

end of the morning, we were pleased to have laid the remaining 

weed suppressant fabric and to commence constructing the wire 

framework which, in due course, will protect the young plants as 

they grow. Our current expectation is for the new cruciform to be in 

place by the autumn. This will, hopefully avoid the need for  

continual watering over the  

summer months.  

 

With this work well in hand, we 

could also turn our attention to 

the area west of St Marks Church. 

This had already been cleared 

during the construction of the 

new path, but we felt there were 

a few more rhododendron bushes 

that could usefully be trimmed, 

and, because some unwanted plants were beginning to re -establish, 

a bit of additional ground clearance would not go amiss. We plan for 

the new planting to be completed in the autumn. So many times, in 

the course of looking after the woodland, we start with the  

comment òWouldnõt it be nice ifé.ó, and this was no exception.                  

                                                                                                  Cont. 

... 
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...Cont.  

Once we had removed the unwanted material, we could appreciate 

what a real difference it made.  

                                  

There was more light across the whole slope and the area now had a 

much less enclosed feel whilst retaining an atmosphere conducive to 

quiet reflection. We are 

looking forward to a 

couple of seats being 

added and the new 

planting scheme  

completed.  

 

Finally, before we went 

home, we wanted to 

prepare the glade area 

in readiness for the St. 

Markõs summer fete 

and dog show, due to 

be held there on 8 th  

June. Of course, blowing leaves around can always be a bit of fun. 

There are imaginary patterns to be created, there is the  

pleasing noise of the blower and, of course, there is the end result to 

be admired. In addition, a few metres of rhododendron were cut 

back, in order to provide the little furry participants with more space 

in which to scamper about. Hopefully the weather will be kind for the 

fete, it is a good day!!!  

 

The Friends of Chapel Wood is a group of keen volunteers who look 

after Chapel Wood, which surrounds St. Markõs church. New recruits 

are always welcomed. If you fancy the idea of joining some  

like -minded neighbours for a few hours once a month,  

just turn up in the St. Markõs car park at 09:45 on the  

second Saturday of every month. Cakes are normally  

provided, simply bring your own tea or coffee.  

 

Graham Roads  
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Tigers and Goats  

 
by Liz Hallett  

 
 

T 
his month we look at two more unlikely animals from the 

medieval Bestiary. It might seem unexpected to find tigers 

carved in our churches, but there are a number to be found, 

although it is only by the mirror that they can be clearly identified. 

They represent the  story of a knight who set out to capture some 

tiger cubs. He found and captured a cub and when chased by the  

tigress, he threw down a mirror. The tigress 

saw her reflection in the glass and, thinking 

it was her cub safely restored, gave up the 

chase, while the knight escaped with the 

cub. The moral of this story is that we 

Christians are the tigress, the cub is our 

soul and the hunter is the Devil. He will  

carry our souls off to Hell if we allow the 

vain pomp of the world to distract us.  

 

Goats are another surprising animal to find in 

church carving, and again they can be found 

around the country. There is a fine example on the capital over the 

Broadlands pew in the choir of Romsey 

Abbey  -  I remember a visitor there 

being very upset when I pointed it out 

to her and she thought we had carved 

it there as an insult to Lord  

Mountbatten  -  whereas the Normans 

900 years ago had actually carved it for  

completely different reasons!  

 

 

                                         Cont. ...  

 

A very clear  
depiction of this story 
at Lakenheath 

Two Romsey goats feeding on 
healing foliage  
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...Cont.  

 

There are two different interpretations of the symbolism of goats. 

One is as a warning against lust -òheõs an old goató we say. But more 

commonly found, and as shown on the Romsey capital, is the  

mountain goat with its keen eyesight, able to tell friend from foe. 

This is a symbol of 

Christ. The wild 

goat feeds on 

herbs from the 

high pastures,  

especially on  

dittany, a healing 

plant.  

 

 

 

 

The dittany  

represents the 

Tree of Life, the 

Cross, and we are 

healed by the 

Cross. In this  

context Christ is the goat, feeding on 

the good works of His Church, so we 

need the cross and Christ needs his 

church. Once again, it is only by  

entering the mind of our medieval 

ancestors that we can understand the 

imagery they have left for us.  

 

 

 
 

Liz Hallet  

 

A goat on the doorway at Alne 

One of the four goats at Denison 

 And another on a a pewend at 
Swavesey  
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From the archives  

June 1990  


