MINUTES

The Minutes of a Meeting of Ampfield Parish Council held in the Village Hall, Ampfield on Monday, 3 July 2006 commencing at 7.00 pm

PRESENT:


Miss M. I. Rothwell (Chairman) – Presiding

Mrs. M. E. Birtwistle, Mr. M. W. Caswell, Mr. A. Clark, 
Mr. G. A. Haswell, Mr. J. A. Jones, Mr. G. C. A. Roads, 

1238
Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Mr. G. J. Choules, Mr. M. D. Hatley, Mr. W. H. Line and Mr. B. J. Nanson.   
1239
Minutes

The Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 8 May 2006, having been previously circulated, were confirmed by the Meeting and signed by the Chairman.
1240
Matters Arising from the Minutes


1240.1
Alternative Bin Collections

A letter had been received from Test Valley Borough Council giving further details of the changes in collections.
1240.2    Pedestrian Refuges etc – A3090

The Clerk reported that the County Council had informed him that the design process should be started as soon as workloads permit.
1240.3    Safer Routes to School
Mr. Jones updated Members on current progress.
1240.4     Broadgate Farm Site

Concern had been expressed at a recent Planning Committee Meeting about rumours circulating that a large number of trees might be under threat if the proposals went ahead. The Clerk was asked to seek further information/guidance from the Head of Planning at Test Valley Borough Council.
1241     Public Participation

 No Members of the Public were present. 
1242 Financial Matters

1242.1     Accounts for Payment

It was proposed by Mr. Haswell, seconded by Mr. Jones, that the following Accounts be paid: -  



Zurich Municipal

Insurance

1249.06*


Ampfield PCC

Maintenance Agreement
  200.00



P. Reynolds

Internal Audit

  275.00



Panasonic

Photocopier

  122.20
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LexisNexis

Books


    53.45



J. K. Murray

Salary & Expenses
  747.04



Inland Revenue

PAYE


  117.59



J. K. Murray

Salary (August)

  364.45



Inland Revenue

PAYE (August)

  117.59


* paid between meetings
1242.2     2005/2006 Accounts

The Clerk (as RFO) presented and explained the 2005/2006 Accounts and the Audit Commission pro-forma. It was proposed and agreed that the Accounts be signed by the Chairman and RFO. In addition, the Chairman and the RFO were authorised to sign Schedules 1 and 2 of the Audit Commission pro-forma the Council having agreed all responses in Schedule 2.
1242.3     Internal Audit of 2005/2006 Accounts
The Clerk (as RFO) reported that the Internal Auditor (Paul Reynolds) had completed his Internal Audit of the Council’s 2005/2006 Accounts. There were no matters that had to be brought to the Council’s attention.

1242.4     External Audit of 2005/2006 Accounts

The Clerk advised the Council that the notices for the forthcoming External Audit would be placed on the notice boards shortly.
1242.5     Risk Assessment – Chapel Wood

Mr. Roads reported that Itchen Valley Tree Services had now started work in the Woodland. The Friends of Chapel Wood would be carrying out the Health & Safety Inspections and would maintain a written record of this. 
1242.6
Ampfield Village Hall

In the absence of Mr. Hatley, there was nothing to report.
1242.7    Ampfield Website
Mr. Jones reported that there was now a fifth sponsor of the Website.
1243    Ampfield Recreation Ground
Mr. Caswell (Chairman of the Ampfield Recreation Ground Management Committee) updated the Council on current issues and his written report is attached. Mr. Caswell also presented Tender Evaluations in respect of the provision of play equipment. It was agreed to accept the Tender from Playground Services subject to negotiations over timings and the cost of a trampoline.
Mr. Caswell also reported on the very successful cricket match involving Ampfield and Otterbourne Schools. Ampfield School Sports Day would be held on the Field on 18th July.

1244    Borough Local Plan

1244.1     Test Valley

Nothing further to report
1244.2    Eastleigh

 
There was nothing further to report at this time.
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1245    Parish Plan

   The Clerk reported that the Parish Plan Committee were recommending that the Analysis

   Contract is let to QPMSR. This was agreed. 
1246   General Correspondence

1246.1    HAPTC Circulars
Single Non-Emergency Number Launch
Friday Update 5 May

Friday Update 18 May

Friday Update 1 June

Friday Update 9 June

Statutory Instrument 2006 No. 564 – Accounts & Audit Regulations 2006

Bulletin 219 (June 2006)

Mail 046-06
Licensing Act

Mail 051-06
Legal Update Seminar

Mail 052-06
New Councillor Training

Mail 054-06
Salaries & Conditions of Service – Local Council Clerks

Mail 056-06
AGM – 7th October

Mail 059-06
Chairing a Challenging Meeting

Mail 060-06
Visionary Leadership

Mail 068-06
Borrowing Approval System

Mail 069-06
Clerks Get Together  

1246.2
Other Correspondence

· Local Authority Byelaws – a discussion  paper
· HCC Minerals & Waste Development Framework

· HCC – What is our future?

· HCC – Admissions to Primary School – September 2007

· Hampshire Highways News – Spring 2006.

· Hampshire Constabulary – Mobile Police Office

1247 Reports

1247.1    Planning Committee

The following Application had been commented on at the Meeting of the Planning Committee held on 24 April 2006.
06/01058/FULLS

Linson House, Hookwood Lane
The following Applications had been commented on at the Meeting of the Planning

Committee held on 11 May 2006.

06/01330/FULLS 
17 Hook Water Road
06/00965/FULLS

29 Woodpeckers, Straight Mile

06/01193/TPOS

18 Beechwood Crescent

06/01121/FULLS

Brackenhurst, Straight Mile

06/01336/TPOS

8 Hook Water Road

06/01319/FULLS

34 Flexford Close

06/01327/FULLS

The School House, Winchester Road

06/01292/TPOS

Wide Wood, Knapp Lane

06/01138/FULLS

180 Knapp Lane

06/00767/FULLS

Charswood, 1 Winchester Road

06/01323/TPOS

Wide Wood, Knapp Lane
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The following Applications had been commented on at the Meeting of the Planning Committee held on 22 June 2006.

06/01534/TPOS

8 Hook Water Road

06/01877/TPOS

22 Beechwood Crescent

06/01881/TPOS

26 St. James Park, Baddesley Road

06/01646/TPOS

46 Beechwood Close

06/01604/FULLS

Ballards Wood, Straight Mile

06/01791/FULLS

Meadowbrook House, Knapp Lane

1247.2     Finance Committee

There had been no meetings of the Committee.
1247.3     Footpath Warden

Mrs. Birtwistle reported that there was at least one footpath that required clearing at the moment. She was in touch with the Rights of Way Office about this.
1247.4     Test Valley Association of Parish Councils

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 4 May 2006 had been received.
1247.5     Hampshire Association of Parish & Town Councils

Nothing to report.
1247.6     Public Transport & Highway Liaison

Nothing to report.
1247.7     Ampfield Countryside Heritage Area

Details of forthcoming events had been circulated.

1247.8     C. P. R. E. 

Nothing to report.
1247.9     Village Hall Liaison

Nothing further to report. 

1247.10 Tree Wardens

Nothing to report.
1247.11
School Governor
Mr. Jones reported that the Head Teacher was currently on sick leave and a Locum Head was looking after the School.
1248 Highway Matters

1248.1     Outstanding Matters
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(a) Speed Limits – A3090
A response had been received from HCC stating that the criteria for the extension of the speed restrictions along the A3090 had not been met. It was agreed a considered response would be sent in due course.
(b) Knapp Lane

Correspondence and Emails about the problem were noted. It was hoped that the problem would be resolved very shortly.
(c) Morleys Lane

The potholes etc had now been in filled.
1248.2     New Items to be raised

The Clerk had referred the following problems to the Area Surveyor

· Obscured road signs and sight lines at Hook Road and on the A3090 (slip road leading to Jermyns Lane)
· Damaged sign in Knapp Lane.
1249 Test Valley Borough Council Items

1249.1     Borough Councillor’s Items

Mr. Hatley was not present
1249.2     Correspondence

The following had been received: -

· Holocaust Memorial Day 2007
1250 Chapel Wood
1250.1 Friends of Chapel Wood

There had been an informal meeting – minutes would be available in due course
1250.2 Work in Woodland   

The work was continuing with the monthly working parties. It was agreed that the steps by the Church (which had been roped off) should be removed forthwith and the ground returned to a natural slope.
Mr. Roads reported that work required by the Rights of Way Department in respect   of permissive footpaths was almost complete and that the Clerk would deal with the necessary Statutory Declarations on behalf of the Council. It was agreed to write to Hursley 2000 Ltd (as Freeholder) requesting that they renew their paperwork with the Rights of Way Department

1250.3 Burial Ground

The Clerk reported that there were now no outstanding issues. The yearly administrative charge to the PCC had now been authorised in accordance with the terms of the Maintenance Agreement.
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1251 Confidential Business

In view of the confidential and personal nature of the items to be discussed, it was duly proposed, seconded and carried that the Press and Public be excluded from the next part of the Meeting – the Council using its powers under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960. The Clerk left the Meeting during the discussions in Minute 1252.
1252 Retirement of the Clerk to the Council

The following was agreed:-
(a) 
The present Clerk to the Council (Mr. J. K. Murray) would retire as Clerk and RFO on 31 December 2006.

(b) 
The present Clerk’s Salary be increased by 5 hours per week from 1 September 2006 to cater for the training, handover etc of the new Clerk.

(c) 
The Gratuity payable on retirement be calculated by HAPTC and approved by the District Auditor (Revenue and Customs approval to the scheme had already been obtained).
(d) 
The Computer Equipment owned by the Council at the home of the Clerk, which was virtually obsolete, would be written off.
1253 Appointment of Clerk Designate and Clerk to the Council
In the absence of Mr. Nanson, who had chaired the Interview Panel, Miss Rothwell introduced a paper prepared by Mr, Nanson. After discussion it was agreed that:-
(a)
The person recommended by the Interview Panel be offered the position of Clerk Designate from 1 September 2006 taking over as Clerk (and RFO) from 1 January

2007.
(b)        The Salary identified by the Panel (based on 15 hours per week)  be offered to the

Candidate with the proviso that this would not be pensionable in the first instance. The salary to be subject to periodic review.
(c) There would be a 26-week probationary period starting on 1 January 2007.

(d) The Council would provide a dedicated computer facility with broadband links.
(e)
A Contract of Employment would be drawn up in due course to be effective from 1        January 2007.
1254 Date of Next Meeting

It was noted that the next Meeting of the Council would be held on Monday, 11 September 2006 in the Village Hall commencing at 7.00 p.m. 

1255
Closure

The Meeting closed at 9.38 p.m. 

-Page 486-
