Minutes

The Minutes of the Meeting of Ampfield Parish Council held in the Village Hall, Ampfield on Monday, 8"
November 2010 commencing at 7pm.

PRESENT: Miss M.I. Rothwell (Chairman) — Presiding

1701

1702

1703

1704

1705

1706

Mr E.H. Butcher, Mr A Clark, Mr G.J. Choules,

Mr D.J.E.Gilks, Mr M.D. Hatley (from para 1715.2),
Mr. J. A. Jones, Mr. B. Nanson, Mr. G. C. A. Roads,
Mr D. Stevens.

PCSO Jo Cole was in attendance for the Safer Neighbourhood Update at para.
1710

Apologies for Absence

There were no apologies for absence. Mr Hatley had advised he would be late due to other
commitments.

Minutes
The Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday, 13" September 2010, and those of the special
meeting held on Monday, 25™ October 2010, having been circulated previously, were confirmed

by the Meeting and signed by the Chairman.

Matters Arising from the Minutes

There were no Matters Arising which were not covered by items on the agenda.

Declarations of Interest

Mr Hatley had a continuing interest in the Village Hall as Treasurer of the Village Hall
Management Committee.

Public Participation

There were no members of the public present at the meeting.

Housing Needs Survey

No information had been received about the outcome of the housing needs survey conducted in
July & August and Council was not aware of any action being taken as a result of it. Council noted
the letter that had been sent to the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government by
some Parishioners about the possible development at Morleys Lane. Council also noted with regret
the tone of the letter sent to Mr Hatley following his attendance at a meeting of Parishioners on the
same subject.
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1707

Ampfield Recreation Ground

1707.1 Drainage

1707.2

1707.3

1707.4

1707.5

The application to Viridor Credits for funds to undertake the drainage project was
complete except for a supporting letter from the Football Club which was expected
shortly.

Ownership of Buildings

After seeking legal advice, it had become clear that the changing rooms on the Recreation
Ground belonged to Council, having been acquired, along with the land, in 2003.
However, the current lease required the Cricket Club to maintain and insure the buildings
and to take out public liability insurance accordingly. Mr Nanson was seeking sight of the
relevant insurance documents from the Cricket Club. As both parties were to withdraw
from the current lease, by mutual consent, on 31 March 2011, it was agreed that legal
advice would be needed to draw up a fresh agreement. Council agreed that Miss
Rothwell, Mr Nanson and the Clerk would take this forward and that an estimate of costs
would be sought from Hedley Solicitors.

Maintenance and Moles

Mr Clark and Mr Nanson would secure any loose railings around the playground in the
coming weeks. Mole hills had been sighted again on the Recreation Ground. This was
accepted as a long term problem and Council agreed that Mr Nanson and the Clerk could
continue to employ the molecatcher as and when required.

Weeds and netting

The Football Club continued to lose balls; some had been found in the ditches amongst
the weeds. Test Valley Borough Council’s (TVBC) ground maintenance team had
omitted to spray the weeds around the perimeter earlier in the season. They would now
flail the weeds and would spray them to keep them down over the Winter. Fireworks had
been set off on the Recreation Ground without Council’s knowledge or permission. This
had caused inconvenience to the Football Club who had to clear up the mess before play.
Mr Nanson would make enquiries about the organisers.

Inspection rotas for 2011

The Clerk would draw up a new inspection rota for the Recreation Ground and for Chapel
Wood for 2011. Members should let the Clerk know if they wanted to change their
allocations in any way.

1708 Assets including the bus shelters at Green Pond Lane and Baddesley Road

Council had been made aware of concerns expressed by some Parishioners about the proposed
demolition of the old brick bus shelter at the end of Green Pond Lane which they regarded as a local
monument. As a result Council reconsidered its decision to erect a new wooden shelter. It was
agreed that it would, instead, determine how best it might preserve the old one which was
dilapidated and which was in a position where users couldn’t actually see the bus coming. It was
agreed that Mr Clark and the Clerk would take forward the maintenance and cleaning of the shelter,
and would explore with Hampshire County Council how to improve visibility which was impeded
by trees and vegetation. It was also agreed that Miss Rothwell would write to local residents and let
them know what was happening.
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In Mr Hatley’s absence there was no news about the proposed shelter on Baddesley Road (see
paral716).

1709  Financial Matters

1709.1 Accounts for payment

It was proposed by Mr Nanson and seconded by Mr Jones, that the following accounts be

paid:
Cheques to be signed at the meeting: £ (inc VAT)
Cllr Roads-Bulbs for Woodland 52.00
Office Expenses 104.09
HALC-Clerks' forum 13th October 11.75
ClIr Clark-screws for Recreation Ground maintenance 62.08
D Matthews - November salary 523.26
HMRC- November payments 185.51
D Matthews - December salary 523.06
HMRC- December payments 185.71
1647.46
Payments made between meetings
TVBC fee for speed sign operation July10-June 11 750.00
TVBC maintenance contract-1st installment 1669.08
Sharp Electronics-copier 77.07
Digley Associates- routine inspection playground 41.13
Digley Associates- annual inspection playground 47.00
RBL Poppy appeal 50.00
Information Commissioner -DP Act renewal 35.00
2669.28

1709.2 Income
Income for the period had been high at just under £20,000. This was due largely to the

second installment of the Precept, a VAT refund and Section 106 funding towards the
connection of electricity to the portakbins.

1709.3 Anticipated Expenditure

Council reviewed expenditure against budget for the period ending October 2010.
Expenditure was running at approx. 54% of budget; 61% of budget if the general
contingency was included. Significant areas of expenditure during the period included
£16609 as the first instalment of the ground maintenance contract and £750 for operation
of the speed limit sign. As co-owners, Braishfield Parish Council had refunded 50% of
the costs of operating the speed limit sign.

Council agreed to renew its annual advert in the Ampfield Messenger for 2011. Portfolio

holders were asked to consider projected expenditure for the remainder of the year and
likely costs for next year in preparation for the 2011/2012 budget.
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1710

1711

1712

1713

Safer Neighbourhood Update

PCSO Jo Cole brought everyone up to date on the recent spate of attempted burglaries in and
around the Parish. It was important that everyone remained vigilant, took note of any suspicious
vehicles or people, and reported them to the Police. The Local Action Groups involving rural areas
continued to work well; Mr Stevens would be invited to attend the Lockerley group as an observer.
Farms could be particularly vulnerable to certain types of theft and all farmers were encouraged to
join “Farmwatch”. The Mobile Police Unit continued to visit Ampfield on the first Tuesday of the
month at 9.00am at the Village Hall.

Diamond Jubilee Celebrations

Queen Elizabeth II’s diamond jubilee celebrations were expected to be held around the 2"
Saturday in June 2012. This date would co-incide with the Village Fete. Council agreed that it
would be appropriate to mark the occasion in some way. It was thought that any activity should be
aimed at children and should include the whole Parish. A number of ideas were put forward which
would be discussed in more detail at the January meeting, after which an approach would be made
to the Parochial Church Council.

Correspondence and Communications

A list of items received on paper and electronically is at Annex A.

1712.1 Hampshire County Council (HCC)

Winter Service Arrangements

HCC had organised a seminar on 9 November 2010 for Parish and Town Councils to
explore and discuss the response to periods of severe winter weather. Mr Clark would
attend on behalf of Council and would query the situation on the issue of grit bins.

Mobile Library Service

All Parish Councils had been asked to complete a survey on the use of the Mobile Library
Service. There were differing views on the need and effectiveness of the service. The
Clerk would talk to the providers of the service about the location and frequency of visits
in the Parish, after which it was agreed that Miss Rothwell and the Clerk would complete
the survey.

1712.2 Other Communications

Safety inspections of memorials

The Hampshire Association of Local Councils had issued details of a one-day seminar on
safety inspections and assessment of memorials in Burial Grounds to be held in 2011.As
the Parish Burial Ground had few memorials as yet and those in the Churchyard had been
recently checked, it was agreed that there was no immediate need to attend.

Reports from Committees and Portfolio Holders

1713.1 Planning Committee
The following applications had been commented on after discussion on:

27 September 2010

10/02113/TPOS Lakewood, Straight Mile
10/02172/TPOS Summergate, 27 Beechwood Crescent
10/02163/TREES Kingfisher House, Knapp Lane
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1713.2

1713.3

1713.4

1713.5

1713.6

1713.7

25 October 2010

10/02348/TPOS Fardale, Hookwood Lane
10/02310/TPOS 21 Hook Water Road
10/02392/FULLS Hazelwood, Hook Road

At the request of the Planning Committee, Mr Clark had responded to the proposals in the
Draft Romsey Town Access Plan.

Concerns were growing about the occupation of the field near South Holmes at the
bottom of Ampfield Hill. Caravans and other vehicles continued to be parked there. It
was agreed that Council would write to TVBC’s Enforcement Officer to ask about
progress.

Test Valley Association of Parish Councils (TVAPC)

Mr Nanson had attended a meeting on 4" November 2010. Frequency of meetings had
now been reduced from 4 to 3 per year. Graham Smith, TVBC Planning encouraged
Parish Councils to review the Core Strategy Key Issues and give their views; this
document would be reviewed by the Planning Committee on 22" November 2011.

Hampshire Association of Local Councils (HALC)

Mr Nanson and the Clerk had attended the AGM on 23" October 2010. The proposals to
increase membership rates had been controversial. Council had agreed to support the
proposed increases, as they had benefitted from various services offered by HALC in
recent times, and Mr Nanson had voted accordingly. The increase for Ampfield would be
approx. £21 for the year 2011/2012. However, membership rates would increase
substantially if HCC withdrew their financial support to HALC in the next financial year.

Public Transport & Highway Liaison (PT&HL)

Mr Clark had attended the Annual Meeting of Parish Transport Representatives on 6
November 2010.Changes to the concessionary fares scheme were expected to be known
by 1% December 2010.

Village Hall Liaison

Trustees of the Village Hall Committee had met. Mrs Trotter had been appointed
Secretary. The recent performance of “Madame Galina” had been a great success with
over 60 people in attendance. The seasonal pantomime had been booked for 4™ January
2011.

Ampfield Countryside Heritage Area

As there had been nothing to report on this topic for sometime it was agreed that it would
be removed from the agenda until there was something new to report.

School Governor

The OFSTED inspection had been completed and Ampfield School had received a
“satisfactory” report; there was room for improvement but there were many positives and,
given the amount of disruption and changes there had been, this reflected well on the
teaching staff. The report was available on the School’s website. The number of pupils
was now 44; pupils tended to come and go from the School and this remained a subject of
concern. There had been 2 unsuccessful campaigns to recruit a new Head Teacher; a third
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1714

1713.8

1713.9

campaign was being run in January 2011. The Chairman thanked Mr Butcher for his
work as Chairman of Governors through this difficult period.

Website

Further training was to be scheduled for Mr Nanson and the Clerk so that they could
place items on the website.

Safer Neighbourhood- Local Action Group

This was covered under para. 1710 above.

1713.10 Finance Committee

Footpath Warden

Tree Wardens

There was nothing new to report.

Highway Matters

1714.1

1714.2

1714.3

1714.4

Extension of speed limits

Council noted the Traffic Order which would reduce speed limits to 40mph on a
derestricted section of the B3043 Hursley Road leading to its junction with the A3090.

Speed Limit Sign

A service agreement had been drawn up by TVBC for the operation of the speed limit
reminder sign owned jointly by Ampfield and Braishfield Parish Councils. A revised
schedule of 3-weekly movements, which had been drawn up by Mr Clark, would help
make the sign more efficient to operate. The Chairman signed the agreement on behalf on
Council.

Signage throughout the Parish

The proliferation of signs in the Parish remained a problem; Councillors would continue
to keep an eye on developments. It was acknowledged that, with the coming of the festive
season, even more signs would appear for a short while.

Maintenance items and winter arrangements

Mr Clark would get an update on the situation with grit bins when he attended the
seminar on 9" November (see para. 1712.1). Mr Roads reported that a Parishioner had
already volunteered to maintain any grit bin that might be placed on Chapel Hill.

Council had already brought to attention the safety hazard posed by the overgrown
hedges along some of the narrowest parts of Knapp Lane. In Mr Hatley’s absence there
was no update on progress.

A couple of large potholes had appeared in Knapp Lane. The Clerk would report them to
Highways when their new system came on-line later in the month.

Estate Agent signs had appeared at the bottom of Knapp Lane in relation to a property

further up the lane. These were a hazard as they were a distraction to drivers coming
along the A3090 and an obstruction to those coming into and out of Knapp Lane. The
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Chairman had reported the problem to the Estate Agents concerned and their removal was
awaited.

Mr Clark had found and reported some litter in the Straight Mile which carried the name
and address of an individual. In Mr Hatley’s absence there was no progress to report
about the incident. Mr Clark would now report the matter to Environmental Health.

1715 Chapel Wood

1715.1

1715.2

17153

Friends of Chapel Wood

Tasks to be carried out by the Friends of Chapel Wood at the next working party would
include planting of bluebells, coppicing Holly, clearing duckweed from the pond and
mending the gate at the Chapel Hill entrance.

Work in the Woodland

The water level in the pond appeared to have stabilised; Mr Roads would continue to
monitor it. Permission had been given to store the roundels from the fallen Oak in the
sheds at St Mark’s Church. This would be safer than leaving them on the woodland floor
and would help to dry them out. TVBC had reviewed their quote to reduce the outer
Church hedges; the work would cost £750 which was in line with the budget figure.
Council agreed to go ahead with the job but, in view of the current difficult financial
climate, it could not commit to such tasks in the future.

The estimate for the work on the 2 Beech trees was being reviewed and a new, lower
price was expected. The Silver Birch, which was leaning into another tree, appeared to be
sound but if it was necessary to take it down this could be done for approx. £20.

Burial Ground

The Clerk advised Council that the Management Agreement and the Code of Practice for
the Burial Ground were due for review. Council agreed that Mr Roads and the Clerk
would take this forward with the Rev. Gilks and report back to Council in January. It was
agreed that the Friends of Chapel Wood would be given a mandate to maintain the Burial
Ground which would include the removal of debris, especially from the cremation area,
which was looking very unkempt. Where practicable, the Clerk would write to the
families of those placed in the cremation area to advise them that old pots, baskets and
other items would be removed from around the plaques. The Friends of Chapel Wood
were also mandated to help maintain the War Memorial and garden.

Three invitations to tender had been issued to create and fit a protective frame around the
cruciform hedge. Only one quote had been returned and this had seemed very costly. It
was agreed that Mr Clark and Mr Roads would now explore other ways to get the job
done. Mr Roads would get a price for the materials alone. If it was possible to get the job
done locally it would be best to undertake it in January or February next year.

Council approved the requests, from 2 couples who were former Parishioners, to be laid

to rest in the Burial Ground at the appropriate time. The Clerk would write to the persons
concerned.
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1716

1717

1718

17154 War Memorial
More plants had been bought for the Memorial garden which would go in before
Remembrance Sunday the following week. The whole area looked very well maintained

and Council thanked Mr & Mrs Butcher for their hard work.

Test Valley Borough Council (TVBC)

Mr Hatley had asked for the data, collected from the recent radar speed checks taken on the
Baddesley Road, to be made available. Highways had been asked to lay some chippings on
Baddesley Road which had become quite slippery. A site meeting had taken place to determine the
best location for a new bus shelter near Wheelhouse Park; money for the project should be
available from Section 106 funds. A Traffic Regulation Order would soon be issued to help
enforce School “Keep Clear” road markings. At present such restrictions were advisory and could
only be enforced by the Police and not by TVBC’s Civil Enforcement Officers.

Mr Hatley was a member of a 10-person Ministerial Advisory Panel on the natural environment
The Panel was keen to have views from the public and everyone was encouraged to go onto the
DEFRA website (www.DEFRA.gov.uk) and offer suggestions for the Natural Environment White
Paper.

Date of the Next Meeting

It was noted that the next meeting of the Council would be held on Monday, 10" January 2011 in
the Village Hall, Ampfield commencing at 7.00pm.

Closure

The meeting closed at 9.20 pm.

Chairman......................ciiiiiiii i, Date................ooiiiiiiii
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