MINUTES

The Minutes of a Meeting of Ampfield Parish Council held in the Village Hall, Ampfield on Monday, 10 March 2003 commencing at 7.00 pm

PRESENT:


Mr. M. D. Hatley (Chairman) – Presiding

Mr. G. A. Haswell, Mr. A. J. Knight, Mr. W. H. Line,

Mr. B. W. Nanson, Mr. B. J. Permain,

Miss M. I. Rothwell, Mrs. L. K. Swan, Mr. G. Wood

In Attendance:


Mrs. M. Birtwhistle - Footpath Warden

876
Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Mr. W. M. Caswell and Mr. K. M. Pattani 
877
Minutes

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 13 January 2003, having been previously circulated, were confirmed by the Meeting and signed by the Chairman.

878
Matters Arising from the Minutes

878.1
Environmental Improvements – School Area

The Contractor had eventually started on site, but having been given an incomplete set of drawings by Hampshire County Council; they left site without completing the work. The Contractor had returned to site and carried out some of the works but not all and had again left. The Borough Council was now going to use one of their own Contractors to complete the works.

It had been agreed that suitable bollards would be placed on the new footway and around the War Memorial Green to stop indiscriminate parking.

It was agreed that a letter should be sent to the Head of Planning at Test Valley Borough Council expressing this Council's appreciation for all the assistance given by the Borough Council's Design and Conservation Manager in this and other projects.

878.2 Baddesley Road

The Chairman reported that the speed limit would be introduced shortly.

878.3 Footway – A3090

The Footway had now been swept and most of the problems had been resolved. It was noted that the owner of Grosvenor House had recently been having works carried out on the bank of his property and some debris had been left on the footway. The Clerk would speak to the Owner.  

878.4    Parish Community Websites




The Chairman agreed to speak with Kumar Pattani about the Website that was now very much out of date. The Clerk was anxious to take over as Webmaster but without the necessary training and access codes was not able to do so. 

879 Public Participation

There were no members of the public present.
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880 Financial Matters

880.1 Finance Committee

The Minutes of the Special Finance Committee held on 18 February 2003 and the follow on Meeting held on 21 February 2003 were received.

The Clerk reported that the Parish Council had been successful at the Auction and had bought the Field adjoining the White Horse Public House for £85,000. The Council's Solicitors (Messrs. Godwins) has inspected the Title and FPDSavills had advised on valuations and had attended the Auction in London on behalf of the Council. The necessary Loan Sanction had been obtained from the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister and the Loan of £90,000 (to cover the purchase price and legal and other expenses negotiated on an annuity basis over 25 years at 4.5%) was now in the Council's Bank Account. Completion was scheduled for 25 March 2003.

The Cricket Club had agreed to surrender their Lease and negotiate a new one based on some Heads of Agreement they had signed. It was hoped this Lease would be in place at the time the purchase was completed.

It was agreed that the informal arrangements that existed between the Cricket Club and the Golf Club should cease - the Clerk to write to the Golf Club about this. As a result of this the Council would take responsibility for the grass cutting. The action of the Clerk in seeking a Tender from Test Valley Contract Services was approved in view of timings etc.

It was agreed that the following matters needed to be attended to: -

· A Management Committee should be formed with representatives from the Parish Council, Youth Groups, Users and other interested persons.

· A competition should be organised to find a name for the Field and for a logo.

· The question of by-laws to be investigated. However, dogs would be banned from the Field from the start.

· Future usage to be discussed - the Field had been bought to enable the Council to extend the recreational facilities within the Parish. Projects such as a skate ramp (the Chairman would put our name down on the list for Test Valley's mobile ramp) could be considered. It was hoped that a Social event might be arranged for the Parish to mark the acquisition.

880.2 Accounts for Payment

It was proposed by Mr. Wood, seconded by Mr. Haswell, that the following Accounts be paid: -  



A. Lalonde

Deposit - Field


8500.00*



J. K. Murray

Salary & Expenses (March)
  528.79



Inland Revenue

PAYE



    92.15



Audit Commission
Audit Fee (External)

  293.75



Panasonic Finance
Photocopier


  141.66



VSL


Software etc


  156.86



Landford Trees

Trees



    49.09



Ampfield Village Hall
Rent




It was noted that the PWLB Loan Repayment Instalment of £2643.00 would be made by Direct Debit on 31 March 2003.

* paid between Meetings
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The following cheques are all dated April 2003.



HAPTC


Annual Subscription etc

  246.77



J. K. Murray

Salary (April)


  310.35



Inland Revenue

PAYE



    91.57

It was agreed that the Chairman and Clerk have authority to deal with the financial implications arising from the purchase of the Field - purchase price and professional fees.

880.3 New Bus Shelters – A3090
(a) Green Pond Lane
This item was currently deferred

(b) Morleys Lane

The Clerk reported that he and the Chairman had met with Representatives of the Owners of the land and agreed with them a possible site. It was now necessary to meet with the Highways Department to get their agreement and to ensure there were no obstructions or culverts that would make it difficult to erect the Shelter at the agreed place.

(c) Baddesley Road

The possibility of erecting a Shelter on Baddesley Road (near to North Hill Cottage) would be looked at in due course.  

880.4 Notice Boards
The Clerk confirmed that a replacement Notice Board was on order for Hursley Road. A Claim had been submitted to the Insurance Company following the vandal attack on the old notice board. It was hoped an Environmental Enhancement Grant might be forthcoming from Test Valley Borough Council. A lock had also been ordered for the Flexford Close Notice Board that was constantly being vandalised and notices removed within a few hours of being placed on it.

880.5 Grants

The Village Hall Committee had written formally seeking financial assistance with the re-roofing of the Hall. This had now become a very urgent project as there was severe water problem and the roof itself was asbestos. The Council had recently agreed to fund new doors (including disabled access) and had not budgeted for the grant in 2003/2004.

The Chairman of the Finance Committee and the Responsible Financial Officer had looked in detail at the out-turn for the current Financial Year (2002/2003) and whether or not any projects within the 2003/2004 Budgets could be deferred, postponed or cancelled to accommodate this request. This exercise had suggested that £13,000 could be found in this way. It was agreed that, if Test Valley Borough Council and the Hall itself were able to make financial contributions in the way suggested by the Hall Treasurer (and if the project became a Council project with the resultant VAT savings), then a contribution of £13,000 should be sufficient to complete the project. The Clerk was asked to inform the Village Hall Committee accordingly.    
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881 Borough Local Plan

The Chairman reminded the Council that the Draft Local Borough Plan was now on Deposit and this Council had now made its comments to the Borough Council.

Miss Rothwell and Mr. Caswell had attended a Meeting in Romsey on 27 January 2003 that had looked at the Housing requirements for Southern Test Valley. They would continue to serve on this working group.

882 New Obligations on Parish Council

882.1 Quality Parish Councils

The Clerk reported that the Consultation process was still ongoing. 

882.2 Allowances for Members of Local Authorities (including Parish Councils)

The Clerk reported that he had no further information on this.

882.3 National Training Strategy

The Clerk had no further information.

883 General Correspondence

883.1 HAPTC Circulars

Mail 122/02
Mailings to Members Councils 2002

Mail 005/03
Clerk's Day Conference

Mail 006/03
Disposal of Local Authority Land 

Mail 007/03
Request for feedback on 2001/02 Audit

Mail 008/03
Seminar for New Councillors - 15 July 2003.

Mail 009/03
Proposed South Downs National Park

Mail 010/03
HAPTC Lobby to Electoral Commission

Mail 011/03
Notes on Elections 2003

Mail 012/03
Quality Parish Status - London Event

Mail 014/03
Disability Discrimination Act

Mail 015/03
Table of Parochial Fees Order 2003.

883.2 Other Correspondence

1. South Down News

2. Action Briefing 37 - February 2003.

3. HCVYS - Newsletter

4. DEFRA Circular - Licensing Bill

5. Action News Update 33 - February 2003.

6. Action News Update 34 - March 2003.

7. Email from rekk - Youth Shelter

8. Transfer of Licence - Potters Heron Hotel

883.3 Ampfield Conservation Trust

The Chairman had received on 11 February 2003 a letter from the Secretary of ACT dated 6 February 2003 inviting the Council to send a representative to a Meeting to be held on 12 February 2003 and to future Committee Meetings. It was agreed that the Clerk should be the Council nominee for the time being.
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884 Reports

884.1 Planning Committee

The following applications had been commented on at the Meeting of the Planning Committee held on 7 February 2003.

TVS.03134/2

Hawkers Lodge, 183 Knapp Lane

TVS.LB.00520/1

Hawkers Lodge, 183 Knapp Lane

TVS.05429/4

Woodpeckers, 29 Straight Mile

The Committee had also considered the Council's comments on the Draft Borough Local Plan (see Minute 881)

The Committee also considered the VDS that had now been amended as a result of input following the Council Meeting of 9 December 2002. The Committee had approved the final copy of the VDS. The final copy had now been forwarded to Test Valley Borough Council for their consideration and adoption as supplementary planning guidance. It was understood that the VDS would be considered by a Meeting of the Borough's Executive on 12 March 2003.

884.2 Finance Committee

There was no further report - see Minute 880.1.

884.3 Footpath Warden

Mrs. Birtwhistle reported on the following: -

1. BW12 Bridge repaired

2. FP13 - ramp still not dealt with

3. Problem of horses on footpaths

884.4 Test Valley Association of Parish Councils

Miss Rothwell reported on the Meeting held on 6 March 2003. Items covered had included Village Plans and Test Valley Transport Forum

884.5 Hampshire Association of Parish & Town Councils

Nothing to report

884.6 Public Transport & Highway Liaison

The Clerk had written to the County Surveyor about various bus stops and had received a letter saying they would be looked at in due course: -

Ampfield Hill - opposite Little House

Potters Heron Hotel

Pound Lane

Knapp Lane 

884.7 Ampfield Countryside Heritage Area

Details of forthcoming events had been circulated.

884.8 C. P. R. E. 

Nothing to report
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884.9 Village Hall Liaison

Nothing further to report – the main item had been dealt with under Minute 880.5 

884.10 Tree Warden


Mr. Permain reported that the new tree at Beechwood could not be planted because of underground services. It was hoped to plant some shrubs instead. Trees had been ordered for spring planting within the Parish. Mr. Permain expressed concern that Test Valley Borough Council had not activated the Tree Warden Scheme since responsibility for it had been passed to them from the Hampshire Wildlife Trust.

885 Ampfield CofE (Controlled) Primary School

The Clerk had obtained, from the Deputy County Education Officer an aide memoire detailing the differences between County, Voluntary Controlled and Voluntary Aided Schools

The Chairman had received a formal letter from the Chairman of the School Governors enclosing a formal consultation document. The Council considered this and the following resolution passed: -

The Council supports the Governing Body in their endeavours to change the status of Ampfield School from Voluntary Controlled to Voluntary Aided with one over-riding concern relating to Admissions Policy. The Council would wish to see enshrined in the documentation a clause that the School will welcome any child whatever their colour race or creed and that priority for admissions would be given to children living within the Parish. The Council feels that the School is, and should continue to be seen, as the Village School and the Admissions Policy should reflect this.  

886 Highway Matters

886.1 Outstanding Matters with the Area Surveyor 

(a) Knapp Lane

This would be discussed with the Chief Engineer (Highways) at a site meeting to be arranged.

(b) Jermyns Lane Junction

This would be discussed at a site meeting 

886.2 Hursley Road/Hocombe Road/Hook Road Junction

Nothing further to report at this time

886.3 New Items to be raised

Nothing further at this time

886.4 Footpath - Arboretum

Though the Arboretum had suggested a site meeting nothing further had been heard.

887 Test Valley Borough Council Items

887.1 Borough Councillor’s Items

The following were mentioned: -

· The resignation of the Chief Executive

· On Road parking 
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887.2 Correspondence

The following had been received: -

· Visit of Dowlais Male Voice Choir

· Andover Operatic Society - Civic/Patrons Night

· Freedom of Information Act 2000 - Publication Scheme

· Mayor of Test Valley's Appeal 2002/03

· Borough and Parish Elections

· Holocaust Memorial Day 2003

· Revision of full Electoral Register

· Review of Parish  Boundaries

887.3 Ampfield Conservation Area – Extension

Nothing to report - though it was understood that Ampfield was in the next phase to be looked at.

887.4 Test Valley Review of Conservation Areas

There was no further information at this time

887.5 Community Planning Framework

There was no further information at this time

887.6 Small Scale Environmental Improvements

The replacement Notice Board for Hursley Road was on order.

888 Chapel Wood
888.1 Friends of Chapel Wood

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 4 February 2003 were received. Arising: -

1. It was agreed to buy a bench seat for the burial ground

2. Health and Safety Issues - information obtained from BTCV

888.2 Work in Woodland   

The work was continuing. The main work had been planting small hedging to delineate the cremation area in the Burial Ground. 

888.3 Burial Ground

The Clerk was waiting for the Vicar to organise the meeting with the local Funeral Directors.

888.4 Other Matters

The following was mentioned: -

· Forestry Grant had been received.
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889 Date of Next Meeting

It was noted that the Annual Meeting of the Council would be held on Monday, 12 May 2003 in the Village Hall commencing at 7.00 p.m. 

It was noted that the Annual Parish Assembly would be held on Thursday, 3 April 2003 in the Village Hall commencing at 7.30 p.m.  

875   Closure

The Meeting closed at 9.50 p.m. (a 20 minute extension having been proposed at 9.30 p.m.)
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