MINUTES

The Minutes of the Meeting of Ampfield Parish Council held in the Village Hall, Ampfield on Monday, 14 July 2003 commencing at 7.00 pm

PRESENT:


Miss. M. I. Rothwell (Chairman) – Presiding

Mrs. M. E. Birtwistle, Mr. W. M. Caswell, Mr. G. A. Haswell,

 



Mr. A. J. Knight, Mr. W. H. Line, Mrs. K. C. McCallum,

Mr. B. W. Nanson, Mr. G. C. A. Roads.

918
Apologies for Absence

An apology for absence was received from Miss K. J. Rice. It was noted Mr. M. D. Hatley was currently out of the Country.

919
Minutes

The Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 12 May 2003, having been previously circulated, were confirmed by the Meeting and signed by the Chairman subject to the following amendment: -

Minute 906: -

Add 906. 5  
Use by Golf Club

The Merits of the Golf Club using the Field were discussed. The majority of Councillors who spoke were opposed to the idea on the basis of the information available at that time.

920
Matters arising from the Minutes

920.1 Declarations of Acceptance of Office

The Clerk confirmed that all Councillors had signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office together with Declarations in respect of Financial and Other Interests. These had been lodged with the Monitoring Officer of Test Valley Borough Council.

920.2
Environmental Improvements – School Area

It was noted that the Design and Conservation Manager at Test Valley Borough Council would be leaving shortly. The Clerk was asked to write to enquire about the progress on the "snagging" process. Also the installation of the bollards.

920.3 Baddesley Road

A response had now been received from the County Council. It would appear that the work on the traffic lights at the Baddesley Road/Hursley Road junction would start in September 2003 with completion in November 2003. The reduction in the speed limit along Baddesley Road had been approved but with the delay/deletion of the cycle way this was now in doubt. The anticipated out-turn cost of the proposed bridge alterations was ever increasing and this project continued to be delayed.

The Clerk was asked to write expressing in strong terms, this Council's great disappointment at the continuing delays and the greater likelihood that these would lead to accidents. It was agreed to request that traffic lights be installed on the bridge whilst these matters continued to be delayed etc. 

920.4 Footway – A3090

It was noted that the footway near to Wingham's Lane was in a very bad state with different levels and water hydrants proud of the surface. This would be discussed at a site meeting to be held shortly 
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920.5     Parish Community Websites

The Clerk reported that he was hoping to arrange a meeting with Mr. Pattani shortly.

The Chairman mentioned two issues that might be of interest: -

(a) The Local Channel - details of which had been circulated to Councillors and which seemed to find favour amongst a number of Parish Councils attending the Test Valley Association Meetings.

(b) Broadband availability in rural areas.  



920.6 Public Transport Liaison and Deputy Footpath Warden

The Clerk reported that Mrs. L. J. Swan had accepted the appointments of Public Transport Liaison and Deputy Footpath Warden.

921 Public Participation

The Council adjourned from 19.30 until 20.10 for a period of public participation. The Chairman welcomed Messrs Pattani (Chairman) and Fry (Treasurer) representing the Ampfield Cricket Club to the Meeting. The Council discussed with the Ampfield Cricket Club the terms of the draft Lease (revised after the meeting on 2 June 2003) including the rent payable. The Representatives of the Cricket Club (who assured the Meeting they were acting with the full authority of the Club) agreed the terms of the Lease (with minor amendments) and the rent payable. The Council would arrange for the Lease to be engrossed and signed by the Parish Council. Mr. W. M. Caswell would attend the Cricket Club's next Committee Meeting on 24 July and explain the Council's position and bring with him the Counterpart Lease for execution by the Cricket Club. 

922 Financial Matters

922.1 Accounts for Payment

It was proposed by Mr. Caswell, seconded by Mr. Haswell, that the following Accounts be paid: -  

Zurich Municipal


Insurance Premium

835.59*

St. Mark's PCC


Churchyard Maintenance

382.53*

St. Mark's PCC


Blow Vac


  79.95*

Greenbarnes


Notice Board


843.66*

*

paid between Meetings



J. K. Murray


Salary & Expenses (July)

636.49



Inland Revenue


PAYE etc (July)


  91.57



HAPTC



Books



  11.97



PGC Construction

Notice Board erection

  70.50



TVBC



Election Expenses

  20.80^



J. K. Murray


Salary (August)


310.65



Inland Revenue


PAYE etc (August)

  91.57



^ subject to satisfactory explanation from TVBC







922.2 2002/2003 Accounts

The Clerk (as RFO) presented the Council's Accounts for the year ended 31 March 2003 in the format required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations. It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the Accounts be adopted and the Chairman and Clerk authorised to sign them.
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922.3 Audit Commission Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2003.

The Clerk (as RFO) presented the Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2003. Section 1 - The Statement of Accounts and Section 2 - Statement of assurance were read and confirmed by the Council. The Chairman and the Clerk were authorised to sign both Sections.

922.4 Risk Assessment

The Clerk reported that the Council could be in line for an Intermediate Audit this year because both Income and Expenditure had passed the £100,000 mark. The reason for this was the purchase of the Field adjoining the White Horse Public House from the Laurel Pub Company for £85,000 plus costs and funding of this (plus other works that would require to be done) with a Loan from the PWLB of £90,000.

The question of Risk Assessment assumed greater importance now, though the Council acknowledged that it had always considered Rick Assessment important and had carried out Assessments on a continuing basis.

(a) Insurance: The Clerk had reviewed the levels of Insurance carried by the Council with Zurich Municipal Insurance. All items that had a value were now covered. All areas to which the public had access were covered by Public Liability Insurance. The level of the Fidelity Guarantee Insurance had been reviewed and increased to £40,000. The Council was covered for Employers Liability Insurance.

(b) Bank Mandate: This had just been updated because of the change of Councillors. Cheques required the signature of two Councillors. Transfers between Accounts were carried out on the authority of the Clerk by telephone using the Business Key Word System. 

(c) War Memorial The War Memorial had been inspected during 2001/2003 by Vokes and Beck. All recommended repairs had been carried out at that time. Councillors passed the Memorial on a regular basis and the person who kept the garden tidy also ensured that any problems were reported to the Clerk as and when they arose.

(d) Field adjacent to White Horse Public House. The Field has just been bought. The Cricket Club, as part of the agreement to use the Field had to carry Public Liability Insurance to the value of £5,000,000. They were responsible for all incidents flowing from their game. The Golf Professional's use of the Field was restricted to specified times and he was responsible for signs etc as detailed in correspondence. The Council's Public Liability Insurance covered the other times. There was no play or other equipment on the Field.

(e) Street Furniture. The Council owned a number of seats, notice boards and bus shelters. These were in regular use by Councillors and Members of the Public. Remedial action in respect of damage, repairs etc was carried out as soon as it was notified.

(f) Chapel Wood. 
      

The Woodland and Burial Ground were purchased in 1995/96. Following the purchase there was extensive inspection of the trees etc and a large amount of felling of dangerous and diseased trees took place over a period of time by Tree Surgeons under the supervision of the Arboricultural Officers of the Borough Council. Since that initial work a sub-committee of the Council has been set up (Friends of Chapel Wood) which undertakes the management of the Wood. This Group has regular working parties in the Wood undertaking removal of unwanted bushes, inspecting trees, paths etc. It was agreed that this inspection should continue but to take professional advice about the future inspection and maintenance of trees.

922.5 Ampfield Village Hall

The work on the roof would commence on 21 July 2003 and the Hall would be closed for two months whilst this work was undertaken. Test Valley Borough Council had offered a grant of £15,000 towards the cost.
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922.6 Audit Arrangements

The Clerk reported on the following: -

(a) The Internal Audit of the Council's Accounts would start on 15 July 2003. It was hoped that the Internal Auditor (Mr. P. Reynolds) would return the books etc to the Clerk on 1 August 2003.

(b) The District Auditor had appointed the 8 September 2003 as the date when Local Government Electors for the Parish have an opportunity to question the Auditor about the Accounts. The Statutory Notice concerning the Audit would be posted on Notice Boards by 18 July 2003 with the inspection period being 4 August 2003 to 1 September 2003.

922.7 New Bus Shelters – A3090
(a) Green Pond Lane
This item was currently deferred

(b) Morleys Lane

The Clerk had reported previously that he and Mr. Hatley had met with Representatives of the Owners of the land and agreed with them a possible site. It was now necessary to meet with the Highways Department to get their agreement and to ensure there were no obstructions or culverts that would make it difficult to erect the Shelter at the agreed place.

(c) Baddesley Road

The possibility of erecting a Shelter on Baddesley Road (near to North Hill Cottage) would be looked at in due course.  

922.8 Bank Mandate

A revised Bank Mandate had been lodged with the Bank - though it was understood Miss Rice still had to complete the formalities of identification. Lloyds Bank had written to the Clerk about a package kept at the Bank. The Clerk was authorised to collect this from the Bank.  

922.9 Churchyard Maintenance

The Clerk reported that the PCC had confirmed that the Blow Vac would be available for general use in Chapel Wood and had, therefore, released the cheque.

923 Field adjoining White Horse Public House

923.1 Management Committee

Mr. Knight had drafted a constitution for the Management Committee, which had been circulated to all Councillors. It was agreed that the Chairman of the Committee would finalise the Constitution.

The Council agreed that the Committee would be a sub-committee of the Council (and as such the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Council would serve on it). It was agreed that Mr. Caswell would be Chairman of the Committee and that Mr. Line would also represent the Council on the Committee. 
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923.2 Bye-laws

The Clerk had obtained information from Test Valley Borough Council on Bye-laws and Regulations affecting dogs. It was agreed that this matter be taken forward by the Committee but that the Council's policy with regard to dogs was that they should be banned from using the Field.

923.3 Future Use of Field

(a) Golf Club - It was reported that, following further discussions with the Golf Professional, he had now been given permission to use the Field for golf practice during specified periods (though Parish events would always take precedence). A small fee based on the number of lessons would be payable to the Council. The Clerk was awaiting a formal response from the Golf Professional.

(b) Play Equipment - it would be left to the Committee to make recommendations about play equipment etc.

(c) Cricket Club - the basis of the Lease had been agreed with the Cricket Club earlier in the Meeting (Minute 921). It was agreed that, in order to assist the Cricket Club with their Development Plan to offer grants within their financial years ending on 30 September as follows:-

Year 1 (2003) - a grant of £500

Year 2 (2004) - a final grant of £250

923.4 Grass Cutting & Hedge Cutting

It was noted that there had been problems with the original Contractors appointed to cut the grass. This had caused major problems for the Cricket Club. It had been decided to cancel the contract with Test Valley Contract Services and to appoint the Ampfield Golf Club's Green Keeper in their place at a fee of £30 per cut (to be carried out weekly). Awbridge Agricultural Contractors would cut the hedges once the nesting season had finished.   

924     Borough Local Plan

Miss Rothwell and Mr. Caswell continued to represent the Parish Council at meetings that were looking at the Housing requirements for Southern Test Valley. 

The Clerk reported receipt of a letter dated 19 June from Test Valley Borough Council. This concerned a new policy for rural housing and asked for comments by 31 July 2003. It was agreed not to make any comments. 

925 New Obligations on Parish Councils

925.1 Quality Parish Councils

The Clerk reported that two circulars had been received. One from DEFRA (undated) and the other from HAPTC. Whilst this Council was anxious to achieve Quality Status it seemed that it might fail as less than 80% of the current Councillors stood at the May elections.

925.2 Allowances for Members of Local Authorities (including Parish Councils)

The Clerk reported that he had received a letter from Test Valley Borough Council about the proposed implementation of a Scheme. After discussion it was agreed not to implement a scheme within the Parish of Ampfield, as the Councillors were content to continue to give their services for the benefit of the Parish. 

925.3 National Training Strategy

The Clerk had no further information.
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926 General Correspondence

926.1 HAPTC Circulars

Mail 34-03
Revised Car Allowances wef 01/04/03

Mail 35-03
New S. 137

Mail 36-03
Elections 2004

Mail 37-03
Post Election Register of Interests

Mail 38-03
Changes to Ordnance Survey Explorer Maps

Mail 39-03
National Minimum Wage

Mail 40-03
The Good Councillors Guide

Mail 41-03
Insurance Policies for Smallest Parish Councils

Mail 42-03
Bulletin 207 - June 2003.

Mail 43-03
Councillors Allowances

Mail 44-03
Hampshire Record Office

Mail 45 -03
Hantsweb Awards

Mail 46-03
Protocol on advice from HAPTC

Mail 47-03
Quality Parish Status

Mail 49-03
Seminar for new Councillors - 19 August 2003.

Mail 50-03
Councillors' Allowances

926.2 Other Correspondence

(a) Countryside Agency - Countryside & Rights of Way Act 2000

(b) OofDPM - New Ethical Framework Regulations

(c) DEFRA - Good Councillors Guide

(d) IDeA - IDeA Guide for New Members

(e) Hampshire Police Authority - Annual report 2002/2003.

(f) Hampshire County Council - Civic Service 9 July 2003.

(g) HPFA - Newsletter Summer 2003.

(h) Community Action, Hampshire 
- Action News June 2003 - No. 37

- Action News July 2003 - No. 38

(i) Wicksteed  Leisure - Disability Discrimination Act 1995 (handed to Mr. Caswell)

(j) Hampshire Highways - News Spring 2003.

(k) Zurich Municipal - Annual Health and Safety Seminars

(l) Standards Board - The Code in Practice Video

(m) OofDPM - Consultation Paper on Indemnities for relevant Authority Members & Officers.

(n) Audit Commission - CPA Inspection of Test Valley Borough Council (responses required by 28 July) It was agreed that members should let the Chairman have their observations and that a formal reply would be co-ordinated by the Chairman and the Clerk.

(o) ACT - it was agreed to nominate Mr. Roads as the liaison Councillor with ACT

927 Reports

927.1 Planning Committee

The following Planning Applications had been commented on at the Meeting of the Planning Committee held on 28 May 2003.

TVS. 03160/3

Woodside, Hook Road

TVS. 10014

8 Flexford Close

TVS. 01416/3

Monkswood House, Winchester Road

TVS. 03566/1

Chedworth, Straight Mile

-Page 353-

The following Planning & Tree Applications had been commented on at a Meeting of the Planning Committee held on 3 July 2003.

TVS. 05564/2

Tudor Wood, Pound Lane

TVS. 10050

356 Hursley Road

TVS. 05935/1

Little Thatch, Woodlea Way

TPO.TVBC.00680/1
326 Hursley Road

927.2 Finance Committee

There had been no meetings of the Committee

927.3 Footpath Warden

Mrs. Birtwistle reported on the following: -

1. The problems over the steps opposite Ampfield House - work had commenced that day

2. An invitation to a Seminar at Upham which she had attended and found extremely useful

3. Discussion with Forest Enterprises about hedge cutting.

927.4 Test Valley Association of Parish Councils

Miss Rothwell and Mr. Haswell had attended the Meeting of the Association on 22 May 2003 and reported briefly on what had been discussed.

927.5 Hampshire Association of Parish & Town Councils

Nothing to report

927.6 Public Transport & Highway Liaison

The Clerk had received a reply from the County Council about the "flag" at the new shelter at Pound Lane. The County Council would not move it. It was agreed to move the flag from the "drunken" pole to the shelter and remove the pole. The Clerk to arrange. 

927.7 Ampfield Countryside Heritage Area

Details of forthcoming events had been circulated.

927.8 C. P. R. E. 

Nothing to report

927.9 Village Hall Liaison

Nothing further to report - Miss Rothwell had been unable to attend the last meeting. 

Concern was expressed about the possible health and safety implications of a cesspit that was located on the left-hand side of Morleys Lane. The protective fencing had fallen down and stale liquid was gathering around it. The Clerk was asked to make enquiries about the ownership of the cesspit. Once this had been ascertained he would  then write to the owners seeking urgent remedial action.

927.10 Tree Warden


Discussions were held about the specimen trees at the top of Knapp Lane and the Tree Warden updated on the current situation. 
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928 Ampfield CofE (Controlled) Primary School

It was reported by Mr. Caswell (The Parish Council nominee on the Governing Body) that the Governors of the School had requested a LEA Inspection - which had now taken place. The Governors and Management of the School were looking at ways of taking forward the recommendations that had come out of the Inspection

The School had now started to use the facilities of the Recreation Ground and were very appreciative that the facility was available for use by the Parish.

929 Highway Matters

929.1 Outstanding Matters with the Area Surveyor 

(a) Knapp Lane

This would be discussed with the Chief Engineer (Highways) at a site meeting to be arranged.

(b) Jermyns Lane Junction

This would be discussed at a site meeting 

929.2 New Items to be raised

Nothing further at this time

929.3 Footpath - Arboretum

A letter had been received from The Curator of the Sir Harold Hillier Gardens (Mr. M. Buffin) concerning the proposals to divert Footpath 14. It was agreed to seek a site meeting to discuss this proposal further. 

930 Test Valley Borough Council Items

930.1 Borough Councillor’s Items

In the absence of Mr. Hatley there was no report. 

930.2 Correspondence

The following had been received: -

· Planning Training - confirmed as 13 October at Ampfield Village Hall (jointly with Braishfield)

· Inclusive Playground - Vigo Road, Andover

· Test Valley Partnership - Action Groups

· Test Valley Partnership - Your Test Valley  

· Test Valley Borough Council - Local Performance Plan 2003.

· Annual Canvass for the Register of Electors 2003.

· Encams (Formerly Tidy Britain Group) anti flytipping poster 

930.3 Ampfield Conservation Area – Extension

The Clerk reported receipt of a letter dated 16 June from the Policy, Design and Conservation Manager of Test Valley Borough Council that indicated that a decision had been made not to extend the Ampfield Conservation Area. In addition it would be placed far lower down on the review list than previously indicated. It was agreed that a strong protest be registered with the Borough Council and an urgent site meeting sought.
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930.4 Small Scale Environmental Improvements

The replacement Notice Board for Hursley Road had now been erected.

930.5 Broadgate Farm and Woodlea Way

The correspondence with Mr. E. Russell and Test Valley Borough Council was noted.

931 Chapel Wood
931.1 Friends of Chapel Wood

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 3 June 2003, which had been circulated, were received. The Clerk pointed out that, as part of the risk assessment process, liaison with the Group would have to be maintained particularly in connection with the Management Plan. 

931.2 Work in Woodland   

The work was continuing. 

931.3 Burial Ground

The Clerk reported receipt of a letter from Mr. Michael Verdon of Poole (and a former long standing resident of the Parish) enquiring whether or not he and his wife could be buried in the Burial Ground extension. The Clerk was asked to write in the affirmative. 

931.4 Other Matters

Nothing to report.

932 Date of Next Meeting

It was noted that the next Meeting of the Council would be held on Monday, 22 September 2003 in the Village Hall commencing at 7.00 p.m.  (This is 2 weeks later than normal because of the re-roofing works in the Village Hall)

933
Closure

The Meeting closed at 9.40 p.m. 
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